
The effect of Coercive control laws on First Nations 
Women and families – a Queensland perspective.

www.qifvls.com.au @qifvlshelp@qifvls.com.au1800 887 700



• I would like to acknowledge the Gimuy, Walaburra, Yidinji and Yirrangangi peoples, the 

traditional custodians of the land on which I am on today in Cairns and pay my respects to 

their elders past, present and emerging. I extend this respect to all Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people joining us today and I pay my respect to the traditional custodian of 

the various lands you are on and I recognise the strength, resilience and capacity of the first 

Australians. 

QIFVLS recognises the First Nations people have occupied and cared for this continent for 
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women and Families:

A Queensland perspective



Current Qld legislation 



The DFVP Act (Qld)

‘



The DFVP Act…s.8 definition



The DFVP Act…s.8 definition…



The DFVP Act – who is captured



‘

A Human Rights lens and approach in Qld

The Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld)



The Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld) 



Why Show up and Step Up?

The Human Rights Act…



The Human Rights Act recognises 21 
specific civil and political rights and 2 
specific economic, social and cultural 

rights.

The Human Rights Act



HR Act



The National Partnership Agreement on Closing the 
Gap

Closing the Gap – the JPP Qld space



A Human Rights lens and approach

CTG



CTG



CTG



17 socio-economic targets and outcomes. 

4 are critical in the Legal space:

CTG – Socio economic targets



CTG targets



CTG Targets



What we know about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples interaction with the system

System interaction



Family Matters Report 2021



Wiyi Yani U Tnangani Report 2020



Wiyi Yani U Tnangani Report 2020



The Qld specific evidence base

• It costs $111,000 per year to accommodate a prisoner in Qld.

• In 2019-2020, it costed over $300 per day to detain 1 woman 
in a Qld jail while it costed $1,640.00 to hold a young person 
in detention.

• By way of contrast – community based supervision costs 
$271.00 per young person per day.



QPC 2019

QPC 2019 – Risk factors and contact 
with the criminal justice system, Qld.



The Qld 

The Qld Sentencing Advisory Council’s August 2022 report found :

• Aboriginal and Strait Islander women and girls were 7.7 times 
overrepresented;

• Nearly half of all sentenced girls in Qld identified as Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander (46.9%), compared to 29.9% of sentenced 
women.

• Compared to non- Indigenous women, Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander  women are more likely to be taken into police custody for 
non-violent crimes, such as public intoxication;

• The incarceration of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander women is 
typically characterised by lower level offending (such as justice 
procedure and breach offences), prior incarceration, and short 
terms of imprisonment. These short terms of imprisonment can 
exacerbate existing disadvantage and make it extremely difficult for 
a female offender to reintegrate back into community.

Engendering Justice – the Sentencing of women and girls in Qld



Qld’s pathway to responding to responding to the 
epidemic of domestic and family violence – finally 

hearing her voice and a 4-phase plan to address coercive 
control

The Qld pathway



Hear Her Voice Report 1:
• 89 recommendations made

• 85 recommendations specific to Govt – all 85 

recommendations accepted (in whole or in principle)

• Qld will move to criminalise coercive control following a 4 

phase plan to implement the recommended program of 

reform.



Qld Government 
response to Hear Her 

Voice Report 1:

• Media Statement: 
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statement
s/95120

https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/95120


Hear Her Voice Report 2:
• 1888 recommendations made

• Report delivered to Government on 1 July 2022. Awaiting 

Government response. 

• Broader reform package proposed by the WSJT following 

women and girls’ experience through the criminal justice 

system.



Courage and political will



Equity, Equality, Justice
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If you think of any questions 

after the session, please feel 

free to contact us on the details 

below or at plo@qifvls.com.au.
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If you think of any questions 

after the session, please feel 

free to contact us on the details 

below or at plo@qifvls.com.au.



It’s a wrap!
Enjoy the Indigenous Justice 

Clearing House Event! 


